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Here's freedom to him who would speak, 
Here's freedom to him who would write; 
For there's none ever feared that the truth should be heard, 
Save him whom the truth would indict! 
ROBERT BURNS (1759-96) 


Elie Wiesel: “The Most Authoritative Living Witness” of The Shoah? 
By Carlo Mattogno 


On 27 January 2010, the tenth “Holocaust 
Remembrance Day”, Elie Wiesel was invited into 
Montecitorio Hall, the seat of the Chamber of 
Deputies of the Italian Republic where he had the 
opportunity to give a brief speech. The president of 
the Chamber, Gianfranco Fini, introduced him as “the 
most authoritative living witness of the horrors of the 
Shoah among the survivors of the Nazi concentration 
camps”.[1] But is he really a witness? 

Is Elie Wiesel an impostor? 

On 3 March 2009, a Hungarian website published an 
article entitled Még mindig kisérti a halaltabor (The 
extermination camp is still tempting)[2] and outlining 
important revelations by Miklds Griiner, a former 
deportee to Auschwitz. The article was translated and 
appeared the following day under the title Auschwitz 
Survivor Claims Elie Wiesel is an Impostor[3]. The 
text reads as follows: 

«In May 1944 , when Miklos Gruner was 15, he was 
deported from Hungary to Auschwitz-Birkenau with 
his mother and father as well as both a younger and 
an elder brother. He says that his mother and his 
younger brother were immediately gassed after their 
arrival in the camp. Then he, his elder brother and 
their father had an inmate number tattooed on their 
arms and were sent to perform hard work in a 
synthetic fuel factory linked to IG Farben where the 
father died six months later. After that, the elder 
brother was sent to Mauthausen and, as the young 
Miklos was then alone, two elder Jewish inmates who 
were also Hungarians and friends with his late father 
took him under their protection. These two protectors 
of the young Miklos were the Lazar and Abraham 
Wiesel brothers. In the following months, Miklos 
Gruner and the Wiesel brothers became good friends. 
Lazar Wiesel was 31 years old in 1944. Miklos never 
forgot the number Lazar was tattooed with by the 
Nazis: A-7713. In January 1945, as the Russian army 
was coming, the inmates were transferred to 
Buchenwald. During the ten days this transfer took, 
partly by foot, partly by train, more than half of the 
inmates died and amongst them was Abraham, the 
elder brother of Lazar Wiesel. In April 8, 1945, the 


US army liberated Buchenwald. Miklos and Lazar 
were amongst the survivors of the camp. As Miklos 
had tuberculosis, he was sent in a Swiss clinic and 
therefore was separated from Lazar. After 
recovering, Miklos emigrated to Australia while his 
elder brother, who also survived the war, established 
himself in Sweden. 

Years later, in 1986, Miklos was contacted by the 
Swedish journal Sydsvenska Dagbladet in Malmo and 
invited to meet “an old friend” named Elie Wiesel... As 
Miklos answered that he doesn’t know anyone with 
this name, he was told Elie Wiesel was the same 
person Miklos knew in the Nazi camps under the 
name Lazar Wiesel and with the inmate number A- 
7713... Miklos still remembered that number and he 
was therefore convinced at that point that he was 
going to meet his old friend Lazar and happily 
accepted the invitation to meet him at the Savoj 
Hotel in Stockholm on December 14, 1986. Miklos 
recalls: 

“I was very happy at the idea of meeting Lazar but 
when I confronted the so-called ‘Elie Wiesel’, I was 
stunned to see a man I didn’t recognize at all, who 
didn‘ t even speak Hungarian or Yiddish and instead 
he was speaking English in a strong French accent. 
Therefore our meeting was over in about ten 
minutes. As a goodbye gift, the man gave me his 
book entitled ‘Night’ of which he claimed to be the 
author. I accepted the book I didn’t know at that 
time but told everyone there that this man was not 
the person he pretended to be!” 

Miklos recalls that during this strange meeting, Elie 
Wiesel refused to show him the tattooed number on 
his arm, saying he didn’t want to exhibit his body. 
Miklos adds that Elie Wiesel showed his tattooed 
number afterward to an Israeli journalist who Miklos 
met and this journalist told Miklos that he didn*t 
have time to identify the number but... was certain it 
wasn t a tattoo. Miklos says: 

“After that meeting with Elie Wiesel, I spent twenty 
years of research and found out that the man calling 
himself Elie Wiesel has never been in a Nazi 
concentration camp since he was not included in any 
Official list of detainees”. 


Miklos also found out that the book Elie Wiesel gave 
him in 1986 as something he has written himself was 
in fact written in Hungarian in 1955 by Miklos’ old 
friend Lazar Wiesel and published in Paris under the 
title “Un di Velt hot Gesvigen”, meaning 
approximately “The World Kept Silent”. The book was 
then shortened and rewritten in French as well as in 
English in order to be published under the author's 
name Elie Wiesel in 1958, under the french title “La 
Nuit” and the English title “Night”. Ten million copies 
of the book were sold in the world by Elie Wiesel who 
even received a Nobel Peace prize for it in 1986 while 
- says Miklos - the real author Lazar Wiesel was 
mysteriously missing... 

“Elie Wiesel never wanted to meet me again”, says 
Miklos. “He became very successful; he takes 25 
thousand dollars for a 45 minutes speech on the 
Holocaust. I have officially reported to the FBI in Los 
Angeles. I have also complained to governments and 
media, in the US and Sweden with no result. 

I have received anonymous calls telling me I could be 
shot if I don*t shut up but I am not afraid of death 
any more. I have deposited the whole dossier in four 
different countries and, if I died suddenly, they would 
be made public. The world must know that Elie 
Wiesel is an impostor and I am going to tell it, I am 
going to publish the truth in a book called “Stolen 
Identity A7713"."> 

Mikl6ds Grtiner’s declarations have been repeated 
many times, but have not caused any major research 
effort. We will thus scrutinize them critically but 
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Document 1: Questionnaire concerning Miklos Griiner. 
Buchenwald, 6 May 1945. 
First of all, some biographical data on Elie Wiesel: 
Born on 30 September 1928 at Sighet in Romania, 
the son of Shlomo and Sarah Frig, the daughter 


of Dodye Feig, deported to Birkenau on 16 May 
1944.[4] 

The most important point to be verified is the 
reliability of the accuser. What can be considered 
established on the subject of Miklds Griiner is the fact 
that he was at Buchenwald in May of 1945. In a 
“Concentration Camp Inmates Questionnaire” of the 
Military Government of Germany, we have an entry 
giving his name, and the date of his birth - 6 April 
1928 - also conforms. The ID number is handwritten 
in the upper left hand corner: 120762.[5] 

However, the key person here is Lazar Wiesel. 
Fortunately, the file card concerning his stay at the 
Buchenwald camp also exists and allows us to verify 
Miklos Grtiner’s assertions. This file card [6], has in 
its upper left hand corner the handwritten entry 
“Ung. Jude” (Hungarian Jew), in the center, “Ausch. 
A 7713", i.e. “Auschwitz A-7713”", the former 
Auschwitz ID number, and, on the right, “Gef.- 
Nr.:123565”", (Detainee number 123565, the new 
Buchenwald ID number). This detainee was born on 
4 September 1913 (Lazar Wiesel’s year of birth 
according to Miklos Griiner) at Maromarossziget and 
was the son of Szalamo Wiesel, who was at 
Buchenwald, and of Serena Wiesel née Feig, interned 
at KL Auschwitz. The stamp “26.1.45 KL. Auschwitz” 
indicates that Lazar Wiesel was registered at 
Buchenwald on 26 January 1945 coming from 
Auschwitz. 


—~ Gestalt: —_______ 
Ohren: —______— 
= Zabne: —____ 


Buchenwald). 


Note: Maromarossziget [Maramarossziget in 
Hungarian], now Sighetu Marmatiei (in Rumanian) is 
the same place which Elie Wiesel calls Sighet.[7] 

The name “Szalamo” is the same as “Shlomo”, while 
“Serena” is phonetically close to “Sarah”. 

The following table summarizes the results of the 
above verification: 


Lazar Wiesel Elie Wiesel 


Registration 


A-7713 
number 


A-7713 


30 September 


Date of birth 4 September 1913 


1928 
; Maramarossziget _ 
Place of birth = Sighet Sighet 
Name of the /Szalamo 
father = Shlomo suleme 
Name of — the |Serena Feig Sarah Feig 


mother 


Domicile of the 
father in the Buchenwald 
beginning 1945 


Buchenwald 


Miklés Griiner is perfectly right: Elie Wiesel has taken 
on Lazar Wiesel’s identity. 
Another accusation levelled by Grtiner concerns the 
origin of Elie Wiesel’s book “La Nuit” (in English 
“Night). In the Hungarian version of the article 
mentioned in note 2, it is said that the book was 
published in Hungarian in Paris in 1955 by his friend 
Lazar with the name of Eliezer and the title “A vilag 
hallgat" (And the world remained silent). In the 
English version of the article, mentioned in note 3, 
the title, instead, is in Yiddish and reads “Un di Velt 
hot Gesvigen” (And the world remained silent). 
A search for the title in Hungarian gave no result, 
whereas the Yiddish book is, indeed, documented. It 
is registered in the Bibliography of Yiddish Books on 
the Catastrophe and Heroism [8], n. 549 a p. 81. The 
entry, in Yiddish, states: Eliezer Wiesel, Un di Welt 
hot geschwign (And the world remained silent). 
Buenos Aires, 1956. Central Association of Polish 
Jews in Argentina. Series Das poilische Jidntum, vol. 
117, 252 pages. There is an English translation of 
this book, which corresponds to chapter VII of “La 
Nuit”. We will discuss it further along in this article. 
Michael Wiesberg provides some noteworthy details 
on this subject: 
«Wiesel has often mentioned the story of how this 
book came about. Naomi Seidmann has noted that 
Wiesel himself, in Alle Fitisse flieBen ins Meer [All 
rivers run to the sea] has drawn attention to the fact 
that, in 1954, he gave the Argeninian publisher Mark 
Turkow the original manuscript of “La Nuit”, written 
in Yiddish. According to Wiesel, he never saw it 
again, but Turkow strongly denies this. This 
manuscript was published at Buenos Aires in 1955 
under the title Und di Velt hat Geshveyn (And the 
world remained silent). Wiesel asserts to have 
written it in 1954 while on a cruise in Brazil. 
However, in an interview, he declared that it was 
only in May of 1955, after an encounter with Francois 
Mauriac [9], that he decided to break his silence. 
“And in that year [1955], in the tenth year, begins 
my story. It was then translated from Yiddish into 
French and I sent it to him. We were very, very good 
friends until his death”. 
Naomi Seidmann, in her research on “La Nuit", 
brought to light that there are considerable 
differences between the Yiddish and the French 
versions, with respect to the length, the tone, the 
argumentation and the topics treated in the book. 
She attributes these differences to the influence of 
Mauriac who can be described as a very particular 
person”»[10] 
In this respect, hence, the least that can be said is 
that the origin of the book is quite uncertain and 
misty. 

Is Elie Wiesel a false witness? 
This having been stated, we have yet to establish 
whether Elie Wiesel is also a false witness on the 
subject of Auschwitz. 
We will examine his “eye-witness account” as it is set 
out in his “masterpiece” (Fini), “La notte”.[11] As 


early as 1986 Robert Faurisson wrote an article 
entitled Un grand faux témoin: Elie Wiesel [12] (A 
prominent false witness: Elie Wiesel). More recently, 
Thomas Kues has written a further article 
entitled Una donnola travestita da agnello [13] (A 
weasel in sheep’s clothing). Both authors approach 
the subject in general terms; now the time has come 
for a more through analysis. We must stress that the 
overall tone of the account in question is that it tells 
a story rather than describing something factual; Elie 
Wiesel goes to great lengths to avoid any verifiable 
details and what he says about Birkenau, about 
Auschwitz, about Monowitz or about Buchenwald is 
so vague that his story might have taken place, just 
as easily, somewhere in Siberia or in Canada. 

Quotes are from Elie Wiesel Night, His Record of 
Childhood in the Death Camps of Auschwitz and 
Buchenwald, Penguin Books edition (Translated from 
the French by Stella Rodway), New York 1981. 

a) Deportation 

Elie Wiesel does not specify the date of his 
deportation to Auschwitz. His narrative — starts, 
though, with reference to a specific date: “On the 
Saturday before Pentecost [“Shavuoth” in the Italian 
edition], in the spring sunshine, people strolled, 
carefree and unheeding, through the swarming 
streets.” (p.22-23). In 1944, this festival fell on 28 
May 1944 [14], a Sunday. The day in question was 
thus 27 May. The first transport of Jews left Sighet 
on the following day, hence, on 28 May. “Then, at 
last, at one o’clock in the afternoon, came the signal 
to leave” (p.27). Elie Wiesel then speaks of “Monday” 
(p. 29), the dawn (p.29), the day after tomorrow (p. 
29) saying, at the end, “Saturday, the day of rest, 
was chosen for our expulsion” (p. 33) He then speaks 
about the traditional Friday evening meal and goes 
on to say: «The following morning, we marched to 
the station [...]> (p. 33, which means that the trip to 
Auschwitz began on Saturday, 3 June 1944. 

The duration of the trip is not given, but transports 
from Hungary usually took three or four days to 
reach Auschwitz-Birkenau. Elie Wiesel spent the night 
at Birkenau and was moved to Auschwitz the 
following day where he was given the number A- 
7713, which was tattooed on his arm (p. 54). Yet, 
according to him, “it was a beautiful April day” (p. 
51). 

This schedule is pure invention. If he did leave Sighet 
on 3 June 1944 he could not have arrived at 
Auschwitz in April. Moreover, the ID number A-7713 
was given out on 24 May, the day on which 2,000 
Hungarian Jews were assigned the numbers A-5729 
through A-7728 [15]. According to Randolph L. 
Braham, a Jewish transport left Maramarossziget on 
20 May 1944.[16] Allowing four days for the journey, 
this was the transport of Lazar Wiesel who was 
assigned the ID number A-7713 precisely on 24 May 
1944. But apparently, Elie Wiesel was unaware of all 
these things. 

b) Arrival at Birkenau 

Elie Wiesel writes: «But we had reached a station. 
Those who were next to the windows told us its 
name: ‘Auschwitz.’ No one had ever heard that 
name>» (p.37). 

«Toward eleven o'clock, the train began to move. We 
pressed against the windows.The convoy was moving 
slowly. A quarter of an hour later, it slowed down 
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again. Through the windows we could see barbed 
wire; we realized that this must be the camp» (p. 
39). 
«And as the train stopped, we saw this time that 
flames were gushing out of a tall chimney into the 
black sky» (p. 39). 
«In front of us flames. In the air that smell of 
burning flesh. It must have been about midnight. We 
had arrived - at Birkenau, reception centre for 
Auschwitz» (p. 39). 
From the geographical point of view, this tale is 
nonsense. The spur towards Birkenau left the main 
track at a station, (the so-called “old ramp”) some 
500 meters from the camp - as the crow flies —- and 
then ran obliquely to the east of the camp fence. The 
spur was about 700 meters long. 
There were four crematoria at Birkenau, named II, 
III, IV and V. The chimneys of the crematoria closest 
to the “old ramp” (II and III) were some 1,400 m 
away, in a straight line, and the other two (IV and V) 
about 1,800 meters. Over the last 400 m, the spur 
ran perpendicularly to the camp fence, which means 
that crematoria II and III could not be seen from the 
windows of the train, being situated straight ahead, 
as they were; the others were hidden behind at least 
12 rows of barracks and had, moreover, two 
chimneys each. 
As far as I know, no other witness ever spoke of 
having seen the chimneys of the crematoria from the 
deportation trains, and for good reason. 

ii é - 
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Document 3: Aerial photograph of the Birkenau camp, 
taken on 31 May 1944 (NA, 60PRS/462, D 1508, Exp. 
3056). The circles mark the crematoria; (left to right) 
II, III, IV, V. The building in the shape of a “T”, 
marked “ZS” is the Central Sauna. “EG” is the 
entrance building (Eingangsgebdude). The arrow (at 
bottom) marks the railway spur. 

Elie Wiesel’s arrival at the camp is described only 
vaguely in his account; he takes great care to skirt 
any detail that might be verifiable. Aside from the 
“chimney” which will be discussed later, he speaks 
only of “barbed wire” (p. 39), then, inside the camp, 
of a crossroads (p. 40), a “ditch” (p. 43), “another 
large ditch” (p. 43), a “barrack” (p. 45), and “another 
barrack” (p. 48). 

There is no mention of all the things which attracted 
the attention of the real deportees, as is shown in the 


photographs of the so-calledAuschwitz Album [17] 
(which were taken a few days after the arrival of 
Lazar Wiesel’s convoy: The entrance building 
(Eingangsgebdude) with its archway through which 
the trains entered the camp, the ramp (the so- 
called Judenrampe or Jewish ramp) with its three 
railway tracks inside the camp, the fences, the 
innumerable rows of barracks on either side, the long 
roads which split the camp lengthwise and crosswise, 
the drainage ditches, the watch-towers, the water 
basins for fire-fighting, or crematoria II and III at the 
far end of the ramp. 


a ae sh. Bx; | 
Document 4: Entrance building (Eingangsgebaude) of 
the Birkenau camp © Carlo Mattogno 
Then the tale becomes a little more specific: 

«A barrel of petrol at the entrance. Disinfection. 
Everyone was soaked in it. Then a hot shower. At 
high speed. As we came out from the water, we were 
driven outside. More running. Another barracks, the 
store. Very long tables. Mountains of prison clothes. 
On we ran. As we passed, trousers, tunic, shirt, and 
socks were thrown to us» (pp. 47-48). 

This is pure invention: At the time, Birkenau had four 
disinfestation and disinfection installations 
(Entwesungs- und Desinfektionsanlagen). 

The main one  was_ the _ so-called Zentral- 
sauna (Entwesungsanlage, BW 32) in the shape of a 
T near the western fence of the camp with its three 
hot-air disinfestation chambers(Heiss/uftentwesungs- 
kammern), three steam  autoclaves (Dampf- 
Desinfektionsapparate), shower hall complete with 
undressing room and dressing room, barbershop; 
there were two more such installations, designated 
as BW 5a and 5b, located in sectors BIb and Bla, 
similarly furnished with a shower hall, undressing 
room and dressing room, but one of them had a 
disinfestation gas chamber working with Zyklon B, 
the other one had two. hot-air disinfestation 
chambers. Moreover, BIla, the Gypsy camp, had 8 
electrical disinfestation devices (elektrische 
Entlausungsapparate).[18] In the  ffirst three 
installations, with their undressing rooms 
(Auskleideraum) and dressing rooms (Ankleideraum) 
all stages of the operation took place indoors. The 
disinfection procedure did not make use of petrol. 
But of all these things, Elie Wiesel did not have a 
clue. 

We should also mention, at this point, the little tale 
of the “good” detainee who went around among the 
new arrivals, telling them to make themselves older 
or younger than their real age, in order to avoid 
being “gassed”. Elie Wiesel, who was not yet 15, was 
told to say that he was 18, while his father, who was 
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fifty, was advised to say “forty” (p. 41) This is a 
foolish story, because each transport was 
accompanied by a _ transport manifest which 
contained, i.e., the last name, first name and date of 
birth for each of the new arrivals which means that 
any such pious lie would be discovered immediately 
upon registration. It is also nonsense from the point 
of view of the holocaust historians, because, 
according to a publication of the Auschwitz Museum, 
all children below ge 14 were systematically gassed 
[19], whereas there was no age limit for adults. In 
the Auschwitz death registers (SterbebUucher) for 
1943 we have 4,166 entries for persons between 51 
and 90 years of age (no such registers are extant for 
1944).[20] 

c) “The” flaming chimney 

Elie Wiesel had no idea of how many crematoria 
there were at Birkenau, what they were like and 
where they stood. Even though, at one point, he 
speaks of “six crematoria” (p. 78) he always talks 
about “the” chimney as if their had been only one, 
without identifying the crematorium. Actually, there 
were six chimneys at Birkenau: which one was 
spouting flames? 

He dwells on a single strange phenomenon: «Do you 
see that chimney over there? See it? Do you see 
those flames? (Yes, we did see the flames.)» (My 
italics) (p.41). Now, at last, we know where the 
chimney was: “over there”! 

The tale of the flaming chimneys was very popular in 
the 1950s, when Elie Wiesel wrote “Night” (1958). 
Nowadays, nobody treats the matter seriously, not 
even Robert Jan van Pelt who made an effort to 
prove that smoke came out of the chimneys of the 
crematoria... period.[21] Actually, there is no 
technical basis to this tale, as I have shown in a 
specific article.[22] 

We have here the most frightening part of his “eye- 
witness account”: 

«Not far from us, flames were leaping up from a 
ditch, gigantic flames. A lorry drew up at the pit and 
delivered its load - little children. Babies! Yes, I saw 
it - saw it with my own eyes... those children in the 
flames. (Is it surprising that I could not sleep after 
that? Sleep had fled from my eyes.) 

So this was where we were going. A little farther on 
was another and larger ditch for adults. 

I pinched my face. Was I still alive? Was I awake? I 
could not believe it. How could it be possible for them 
to burn people, children, and for the world to keep 
silent? No, none of this could be true. It was a 
nightmare... Soon I should wake with a start, my 
heart pounding, and find myself back in the bedroom 
of my childhood, among my books... 

My father’s voice drew me from my thoughts: 

‘It’s a shame... a shame that you couldn't have gone 
with your mother... I saw several boys of your age 
going with their mothers...’ 

His voice was terribly sad. I realized that he did not 
want to see what they were going to do to me. He 
did not want to see the burning of his only son. 

My forehead was bathed in cold sweat. But I told him 
that I did not believe that they could burn people in 
our age, that humanity would never tolerate it... 
‘Humanity? Humanity is not concerned with us. 
Today anything is allowed. Anything is possible, even 
these crematories...’ 


Document 5: A convoy of Hungarian Jews at the 
Birkenau camp - End of June, 1944. The arrows show 
crematoria II and III, without “flames” or smoke 
(from: L’Album d’Auschwitz, p. 51) 

d) The “cremation pits” 

His voice was choking. 

‘Father,’ I said, ‘if that is so, I don’t want to wait 
here. I’m going to run to the electric wire. That would 
be better than slow agony in the flames.’ 

He did not answer. He was weeping. His body was 
shaken convulsively. Around us, everyone was 
weeping. Someone began to recite the Kaddish, the 
prayer for the dead. I do not know if it has ever 
happened before, in the long history of the Jews, that 
people have ever recited the prayer for the dead for 
themselves. 

‘Yitgadal veyitkadach shmé rabai... May His Name be 
blessed and magnified...’ Whispered my father. 

For the first time, I felt revolt rise up in me. Why 
should I bless His name? The Eternal, Lord of the 
Universe, the All-Powerful and Terrible, was silent. 
What had I to thank Him for? 

We continued our march. We were gradually drawing 
closer to the ditch, from which an infernal heat was 
rising. Still twenty steps to go. If I wanted to bring 
about my own death, this was the moment. Our line 
had now only fifteen paces to cover. I bit my lips so 
that my father would not hear my teeth chattering. 
Ten steps still. Eight. Seven. We marched slowly on, 
as though following a hearse at our own funeral. Four 
steps more. Three steps. There it was now, right in 
front of us, the pit and its flames. I gathered all that 
was left of my strength, so that I could break from 
the ranks and throw myself upon the barbed wire. In 
the depths of my heart, I bade farewell to my father, 
to the whole universe; and, in spite of myself, the 
words formed themselves and issued in a whisper 
from my lips: Yitgadal veyitkadach shmé rabai... May 
His Name be blessed and magnified... My heart was 
bursting. The moment had come. I was face to face 
with the Angel of Death... 

No. Two steps from the pit we were ordered to turn 
to the left and made to go into a barracks» (pp. 43- 
45). 

Where does all this take place? As usual, Elie Wiesel 
takes care not to furnish any kind of reference point 
as to the location. According to the holocaust 
historians, the “cremation pits” were located at two 
sites: one was outside of the camp, across from 
the Zentralsauna at the alleged “Bunker 2” [23] and 


another was in the northern yard of crematorium V. 
We must exclude the first site, because otherwise 
Elie Wiesel would have had to mention their leaving 
the camp and walking several hundred meters in 
open terrain. 

What about the other site? 

In the study Auschwitz: Open Air Incinerations [24], 
I have shown, on the basis of an analysis of all 
available aerial photographs of Birkenau, that the 
story of the “cremation pits”, as far as their number, 
their size or their purpose are concerned, is not 
borne out by the reality on the ground. 
The only documented site of any kind of cremation 
that may have existed at Birkenau was a space 
behind crematorium V, it covered an area of some 50 
square meters — whereas, if we follow the holocaust 
propaganda, the alleged extermination of the 
Hungarian Jews is said to have required “cremation 
ditches” with an area of about 5,900 square meters 
altogether - as we can see from this photograph: 


Document 6: Aerial photograph of Birkenau taken on 
23 August 1944 - Northern yard of Crematorium V. 
The smoking site is very small, as can be seen from 
the size of crematorium V which was about 13 meters 
wide. 

We must remember, moreover, that in order to reach 
this point it would have been necessary to pass 
crematoria IV and V which surely would not have 
escaped the eye of as acute an observer of chimneys 
as Elie Wiesel - there were four chimneys, after all. 
What is more, there were no barracks in the vicinity, 
there was only crematorium V. Finally, the nearest 
wire fence against which our witness wanted to throw 
himself (on the north side) ran along on the far side 
of a drainage ditch. 

Wiesel’s tale is not only historically unfounded, it is 
also absurd, because if Wiesel had really come within 
two steps of a real “cremation pit” - which would 
have had to be run at a temperature of about 600 
degC to be effective - he would have been killed by 
the intense heat. 

The scene of the truck unloading children into a 
“cremation pit” is also one of the ludicrous 
propaganda arguments of the post-war era. It was 


illustrated by one of David Olére’s drawings in 1947 
which was then to inspire a number of later “eye- 
witnesses”.[25] 

Wiesel’s story thus turns out to be both false and 
absurd, but it is also a blatant subterfuge: if he and 
his father had really been “selected” for work, why 
were they taken anywhwere near the “cremation 
pit”? So that they would discover the “terrible secret” 
of Auschwitz and spread their story to other camps? 
It is obvious that we have here nothing but a simple 
trick used by Wiesel to style himself as an “eye- 
witness” of a horrific but purely fictitious event. 

e) The transfer to Auschwitz 

After a night spent in a barrack of the Gypsy camp, 
Elie Wiesel was moved to the Auschwitz main camp. 
Here too, the description is exceedingly vague: 

«The march had lasted half an hour. Looking around 
me, I noticed that the barbed wires were behind us. 
We had left the camp. 

It was a beautiful April day. The fragrance of spring 
was in the air. The sun was setting in the west. 

But we had been marching for only a few moments 
when we saw the barbed wire of another camp. An 
iron door with the inscription over it: 

‘Work is liberty!’ Auschwitz» (pp. 51-52). 

He does not even seem to have noticed passing 
through the archway of the Birkenau entrance 
building. Along the way, he notices nothing, neither 
the bridge across the railroad tracks, nor the long 
tree-lined road leading to the main camp. On the 
other hand, he immediately sees the _ inscription 
“Arbeit macht frei” (but does not render it in 
German), as could anyone who ever heard of 
Auschwitz. 

Needless to say that he makes sure not to provide us 
with an even sketchy description of the new camp. 
On arrival, he was taken to Block 17 about which he 
does not tell the reader anything, for obvious 
reasons. 

«In the afternoon we were made to line up. Three 
prisoners brought a table and some_ medical 
instruments. With the left sleeve rolled up, each 
person passed in front of the table. The three 
‘veterans,’ with needles in their hands, engraved a 
number on our left arms. I became A-7713» (pp. 53- 
54). 

Even this facet is false. I have already spoken of the 
fraudulent ID number. Here, Tadeusz Iwasko informs 
us that «The new arrivals (Zugang) were taken to 
the bathhouses which, at Auschwitz I, were located 
in block no. 26».[26] 

Elie Wiesel keeps quiet about all the preparatory 
operations prior to admission, which he is obviously 
unfamiliar with: 

«Registration took place immediately after the bath 
and the consignment of the clothes; it involved the 
filling-out of a form (Haftlings-Personalbogen) giving 
personal data and the address of the nearest 
relatives. [...]. The detainee was then assigned a 
serial number which would be used instead of his 
name throughout his stay at the camp. Registration 
ended with this number being tattooed on his lower 
left arm».[27] 

He goes on to speak of the evening roll call: «Tens of 
thousands of prisoners stood in rows while the SS 
checked their numbers» (p.54) (my italics) 


The Auschwitz camp strength, however, was far 
lower. On 12 July 1944, the camp held about 14,400 
detainees.[28] 

f) The transfer to Monowitz 

After having spent three weeks at Auschwitz (p. 55), 
Elie Wiesel was transferred to the Buna camp (p. 59), 
also called Auschwitz III, at Monowitz. Here, again, 
we have no verifiable particulars.[29] What little 
details he gives us are all fanciful. He starts out right 
away with a contradiction: «Our convoy included a 
few children ten and twelve years old» (p. 58). 
Perhaps these youngsters, too, had told the Germans 
that they were eighteen years of age, so that they 
would be spared the gas chambers? 

Then «[...] we were installed in two tents» (p. 58), as 
if Monowitz did not have the 60 barracks which Primo 
Levi told us about: «Our Lager is a square of about 
six hundred yards in length, surrounded by two 
fences of barbed wire, the inner one carrying a high 
tension current. It consists of sixty wooden huts, 
which are called Blocks, ten of which are in 
construction. In addition, there is the body of the 
kitchens, which are in brick; an experimental farm, 
run by a detachment of privileged Ha&ftlinge; the huts 
with the showers and the latrines, one for each group 
of six or eight Blocks. 

Besides these, certain Blocks are reserved for specific 
purposes. First of all, a group of eight, at the 
extreme eastern end of the camp, forms the 
infirmary and clinic; then there is Block 24 which is 
the Krdtzeblock, reserved for _ infectious — skin 
diseases; Block 7 which no ordinary Haftling has ever 
entered, reserved for the “Prominenz”, that is,the 
aristocracy, the internees holding the highest 
posts; Block 47, reserved for the Reichsdeutsche (the 
Aryan Germans, ‘politicals’ or criminals); Block 49, 
for the Kapos alone; Block 12, half of which, for use 
of the Reichsdeutsche and the Kapos, serves as 
canteen, that is, a distribution centre for tobacco, 
insect powder and occasionally other 
articles; Block 37, which formed the Quartermaster’s 
office and the Office for Work; and finally, Block 29, 
which always has its windows closed as it is 
theFrauenblock, the camp _ brothel, served by 
Polish Haftling girls, and reserved for 
the Reichsdeutsche»[30] 

When compared to this text, Elie Wiesel’s non- 
description can only be qualified as pathetic. 

When he spoke at Montecitorio, Elie Wiesel boasted 
of having known Primo Levi: 

«At a certain point, both of us were assigned to the 
same barrack, but he was not there during the 
death-march towards the [railroad] cars which took 
us to Buchenwald, he stayed in the hospital» (my 
italics) [31] 

However, Primo Levi was assigned to Block 30 [32], 
then to Block 45 [33] and finally to Block 48.[34] 
Which Block was Wiesel’s? The answer is not as 
simple as that. Initially, Wiesel speaks of «the 
orchestra block»[35] which was, indeed, near 
the door of the camp (p. 60), then’ he 
mentions Block 36 a couple of times: «with all my 
might I began to run to block 36» (p. 84), «I ran to 
block 36» (p. 87) without telling us whether he 
eventually stayed there, finally he says clearly that 
he stayed in Block 57 (p. 96). In fact, Elie Wiesel and 
Primo Levi were never housed in the same barrack. A 


little white lie right in the middle of Montecitorio, 
right smack in the face of so many listeners! 

The little tale of ripping out gold teeth from the 
mouths of living detainees (p. 63) and the ensuing 
closure of the dental station (Zahnstation) is 
unfounded. Gold teeth were removed from corpses 
and the Zahnstation, located in Block 15 and run by 
the SS, was never closed down. 

Elie Wiesel then goes on to tell us about a detainee 
“selected” for death in the “gas chamber”: 

«When the selection came, he was condemned in 
advance, offering his own neck to the executioner. All 
he asked of us was: ‘In three days I shall no longer 
be here.... Say the Kaddish for me.’ 

We promised him. In three days’ time, when we saw 
the smoke rising from the chimney, we would think 
of him. Ten of us would gather together and hold a 
special service. All his friends would say the Kaddish. 
Then he went off toward the hospital, his step 
steadier, not looking back. An ambulance was waiting 
to take him to Birkenau» (pp. 88-89) (my italics) 

Our “eye witness” had either forgotten that he was at 
Monowitz where there was no crematorium or had 
such a keen eye that he could see the smoke from 
“the chimney” (one of six, the choice is yours) at 
Birkenau, something that would be rather improbable 
in view of the fact that the two camps were 5 km 
apart as the crow flies and the town of Auschwitz 
stood between them. 

Also, sending an ambulance to take a detainee to the 
gas chamber would really be an example of 
“Sonderbehandlung", a very “special treatment”! 

On the subject of “selections”, Elie Wiesel asserts 
that «the notorious Dr. Mengele» was present at one 
of them (p. 85); but Mengele wasLagerarzt of the 
Gypsy camp (BlIIe) at Birkenau and certainly had 
other duties than to go to Monowitz and carry out 
“selections” there. Mengele, incidentally, is the only 
physician mentioned by Elie Wiesel, and is also the 
one who received him at Birkenau (p. 42); the name 
is very well known among those who never even 
came near Auschwitz. 

Our eye-witness even mentions an occurrence that 
one can verify: an allied air-raid. 

It took place «one Sunday» (p. 70), he remembers 
the day very well because he had decided <[...] to 
stay in bed late in the morning» (p. 70) «The raid 
lasted over an hour” (p. 72) and he comments: «To 
see the whole works (/a fabbricain the Italian 
edition, p. 62) go up in fire - what revenge!» (p. 72) 
(my italics). 

In reality, the raid took place on 13 September 1944, 
which was a Wednesday, it lasted 13 minutes, from 
11:17 through 11:30 (a.m.) and destroyed only part 
of the installations. Actually, at Monowitz there was 
not only one plant but quite a few. 

We will not go into minor silly statements, such as 
the death sentence pronounced «in the name of 
Himmler [...]> (p.74) and move on to his stay at the 
camp hospital (probably inspired by Primo Levi's 
account). It took place «in mid-January» when his 
right foot swelled up because of chillblains and he 
had to be operated on. He had to move into the 
hospital and immediately noticed that «it was indeed 
true that the hospital was very small [...]»>(p. 90). 
Actually, it consisted of only nine Blocks, two for 
recovery (13 and 22), two for surgery (14 and 16), 
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one for internal medicine and dentistry (15), two for 
internal medicine (17 and 19), one for out-patients 
and reception(18) and = one _ ffor _ infectious 
diseases.[36] 

g) The transfer to Buchenwald 

We do not have to go into the motivations for 
Wiesel’s decision to leave with the Germans rather 
than wait for the Soviets to arrive, because, in its 
literary context, it is psychologically explained by the 
(unjustified) fear that all those remaining behind in 
the camp would be shot. 

Leaving aside the evacuation march itself and the 
ride on the train, we will consider the details of the 
arrival at Buchenwald, keeping in mind only the 
duration of the whole trip: three days’ stay at 
Gleiwitz (p. 107), plus one day for the march from 
Monowitz, and «ten days, ten nights of travelling» (p. 
111) for a total of at least 14 days. On arrival at 
Buchenwald we have the usual fogginess — no part of 
the camp can be identified in any way. Wiesel speaks 
of showers «On the third day after our arrival at 
Buchenwald» (p. 118) but avoids any kind of detail 
regarding the registration procedure. We _ have 
already seen that Miklds Gruner and Lazar Wiesel 
who really did go to Buchenwald were respectively 
assigned the ID numbers 120762 and 123565. 

If Elie Wiesel had in any manner wanted to speak of 
the registration which he had to go through like 
everyone else, obviously, he would have had to say 
something about two ID numbers. Worse still, there 
is no record of a person by the name of Elie (or 
Eliezer) Wiesel in the Buchenwald files. 

Let us take a look at the account of his arrival at 
Buchenwald to see whether it agrees with the 
documents. 

He states that he went to have a shower «on the 
third day after our arrival at Buchenwald» (p. 118) 
and that this had occured on «January 28, 1945» 
(p.123), which means that he left Monowitz on 11 
January and arrived at Buchenwald on 25 January. 
Actually, there were three convoys of deportees from 
the Auschwitz-Birkenau complex which went to 
Buchenwald [37] in January of 1945: 


Date of Date of ID Number _ of 
departure arrival numbers detainees 

Ee Janiely nla ae nese 
ee ee 

18 January 26 Januar ee 3,927 


No convoy left on 11 January, no convoy took longer 
than 8 days to arrive. The one arriving on 26 January 
had both Lazar Wiesel and Miklés Gruner on board, 
as we can see from the ID numbers assigned to them 
- 120762 and 123565. 

As has been mentioned above, the original Yiddish 
text from which Elie Wiesel took chapter VII of his 
book (the account of the journey from Gleiwitz to 
Buchenwald) has been translated into English by 
Moshe Spiegel under the title “The Death Train"[38]. 
The two texts are very similar, except that in the first 
book the number of detainees loaded into Elie 
Wiesel’s car is not 100 but 120.[39] Moreover, there 


is a mention here of the number of cars on the train: 
25.[40] On the other hand, the number of detainees 
in Elie Wiesel’s car still alive on arrival at Buchenwald 
is the same for both: 12 (p. 101).[41] This means 
that, in this car, there was a mortality of 88 or 90%, 
respectively. But the entire convoy would have had a 
similar death rate: 

«The journey lasted ten interminable days and 
nights. Each day claimed its toll of victims and each 
night paid its homage to the Angel of Death».[42] 

On the day of the arrival at Buchenwald, there were 
40 deaths.[43] 

Thus, initially, there would have been (25 x 100 ~ 
120 =) 2,500 ~ 3,000 detainees altogether on this 
train, with most of them dying on the way. 

On the other hand, it is known from the train 
manifests, that the transport which reached 
Buchenwald on 26 January comprised, on departure, 
exactly 3,987 detainees [44]; if 3,927 of them were 
registered at Buchenwald on arrival there were 60 
deaths, or a mortality of 1.5 percent, along the way. 
Taking all these aspects into account, one can see 
that the description given by Elie Wiesel for the 
journey from Gleiwitz to Buchenwald cannot be true. 
In short, Elie Wiesel was never interned at Birkenau, 
nor at Auschwtz, nor at Monowitz, nor at 
Buchenwald. 

As far as Elie Wiesel’s father Shlomo is concerned, 
while his name [45] does appear in the Central 
Database of Shoah Victims’ Names [46] at Yad 
Vashem, this information was provided on 8 October 
2004 by Elie Wiesel himself! 

One last remark: It is asserted that Elie Wiesel’s 
presence at Buchenwald is borne out by the fact that 
he appears on a photograph showing a group of 
detainees at this camp: 

«Photo by Harry Miller of slave laborers in the 
Buchenwald concentration camp after U.S. troops of 
the 80th Div. entered the camp. Taken on 16 April 
1945. Miklos Griiner (Haft-Nr. 120762) is on the left 
at the bottom, while Elie Wiesel (Haft-Nr. 123565) is 
on the next row up, seventh along, nearest to the 
third pillar from the left».[47] 

However, the interpretation that the face of the 
person shown on this photograph is Elie Wiesel’s is 
based solely on his own statement to the effect that 
he recognized himself. As to “his” ID number - 
123565 - that number belonged to Lazar Wiesel! 
Carlo Mattogno [48] 
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Case dissolves against Hitler snowman 
February 19 2010 

Stuttgart - German prosecutors said on Friday they have 
dropped an investigation into who built a snowman that 
bore an uncanny resemblance to Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler. 
A group opposed to right-wing activities filed a complaint at 
the end of January that the snowman violated German laws, 
which ban the reproduction of Nazi symbols or slogans. 
The snowman, with a distinctive Hitler moustache and an 
arm raised in a Nazi salute, was built outside a pub 
frequented by right-wing extremists in Schorndorf, near the 
southern city of Stuttgart. 
The case was dropped this week after police were unable to 
find the culprit, a spokeswoman for the Stuttgart 
prosecutor's office said. "Not every likeness of Hitler is a 
forbidden symbol," the spokeswoman, Claudia Krauth, said. 
By the time the case was dropped, the snowman had 
melted. German authorities routinely look into complaints 
about the use of Nazi symbols. 
Last summer, a German sculptor was subject to an 
investigation after he exhibited a garden gnome with its 
arm raised in a Nazi salute. 
In 2006, a German trader who was fined 3 600 euros 
(about R38 000) for using crossed-out swastikas on buttons 
and T-shirts to protest far-right extremism. 


The Federal Court of Justice in Karlsruhe later overturned 
the verdict, saying it was not a criminal offence to display 
symbols that are "obviously and clearly" meant to 
demonstrate opposition to Nazism. - Sapa-dpa 
http://www. iol.co.za/index.php?set_id=1&click_id=29&art_i 
d=nw20100219120754475C656193 
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John Demjanjuk tells court he is a victim of Hitler 
Tuesday, 13 April 2010 16:09 UK 

John Demjanjuk, accused of helping to murder nearly 
28,000 Jews at a Nazi death camp, has told a German court 
he is "one of Hitler's victims". 

Mr Demjanjuk was "forcibly deported to Germany" and used 
as "slave labour" he said in a statement read out in court. 
The family of the Ukrainian-born former US carworker says 
he is in poor health and is unlikely to survive the trial. 

Mr Demjanjuk, who is 89, denies being a camp guard at 
Sobibor, in Nazi-occupied Poland. 

"I find it an unbearable injustice that Germany is trying to 
make me, a prisoner of war, into a war criminal with this 
trial," Mr Demjanjuk said in a statement read out by his 
lawyer to the court in the southern city of Munich. "I am 
grateful to my medical staff who have helped to reduce the 


worst pain and allowed me to get through this trial which I 
feel is torture." 

The statement went on: "Germany is to blame for the fact 
that I have lost my whole reason for living, my family, my 
happiness and any future or hope." 


Motionless 


AFP 


Mr Demjanjuk's family say he is unlikely to survive 
the trial 

The statement is his first since the trial began in November 
2009. Mr Demjanjuk lay motionless on a stretcher while the 
statement was read out. Doctors say he is fit to stand trial 
but have asked for limited hearings. 

This is the second time John Demjanjuk has appeared in 
court. Two decades ago, he was sentenced to death in 
Israel, convicted of being Ivan the Terrible, a notoriously 
sadistic guard at the Treblinka death camp. But that ruling 
was overturned after new evidence showed that another 
Ukrainian was probably responsible. 

http: //news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/8618167.stm 


German court says blocking Eichmann files illegal 


30/04/2010 
A German court said Friday the government had no legal 
basis to keep under wraps secret files on Adolf Eichmann, 
the Nazi architect of the Holocaust, potentially paving the 
way for their release. Following a lawsuit by a freelance 
Argentinian journalist, the Federal Administrative Court 


ruled invalid the government's argument that releasing the 
3,400-page archives on Eichmann would jeopardise Berlin's 
foreign policy. 
Chancellor Angela Merkel's office, in charge of the secret 
services, which drew up the files, had also argued that 
publishing the files could endanger informants or relations 
with foreign intelligence agencies. "After examining the 
files, the Federal Administrative Court has decided that the 
decision of the chancellor's office to block them is unlawful," 
the court said in a statement. However, the court also said 
Merkel's office could present new reasons to block the files, 
which date mainly from the 1950s and 1960s. 
Israeli agents kidnapped Eichmann, one of the main 
executors of Adolf Hitler's "final solution", the Nazi genocide 
of Jews during World War II, in Buenos Aires in 1960. He 
was brought to Israel for trial, where he was convicted and 
hanged in 1962. 
http://www.expatica.com/de/news/local_news/german- 
court-says-blocking-eichmann-files-illegal_63755.html 
*KK 
Goldman Sachs Reveals it Shorted Gulf of Mexico, 
Andy Borowitz , Posted: April 30, 2010 
NEW YORK - In what is looming as another public relations 
predicament for Goldman Sachs, the banking giant admitted 
today that it made "a substantial financial bet against the 
Gulf of Mexico" one day before the sinking of an oil rig in 
that body of water. 
The new revelations came to light after government 
investigators turned up new emails from Goldman employee 
Fabrice "Fabulous Fab" Tourre in which he bragged to a 
girlfriend that the firm was taking a "big short" position on 
the Gulf. "One oil rig goes down and we're going to be 
rolling in dough," Mr. Tourre wrote in one email. "Suck it, 
fishies and birdies!" 
The news about Goldman's bet against the Gulf comes on 
the heels of embarrassing revelations that the firm had 
taken a short position on Lindsay Lohan's acting career. 
www.BorowitzReport.com 


Obama Kills At White House Correspondents Dinner 
AP/Huffington Post First Posted: 05-1-10 09:06 PM 


WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama shared some 
words of wisdom on Saturday, saying there a few things in 
life harder to find and more important to keep than love. 
"Well, love and a birth certificate," Obama quipped at the 
White House Correspondents’ Association dinner, poking fun 
at those who question his place of birth. "I happen to know 
that my approval ratings are still very high in the country of 
my birth." Obama was born in Hawaii, but birthers question 
whether he was born overseas. 

Obama also jabbed Jay Leno, the comedian headlining the 
dinner. Obama dinged Leno as "the only person whose 
ratings fell more than mine." 

He said he was glad he spoke before the "The Tonight 
Show" host, "because we have all seen what happens when 
somebody takes the time slot after Leno." Comic Conan 
O'Brien left NBC after his stint hosting "The Tonight Show" 
following Leno didn't work out. He took aim at his own 
administration too, cracking jokes about Vice President Joe 
Biden and his chief of staff Rahm Emanuel. 

Republicans were also the victims of many Obama punch 
lines. The president noted Sen. John McCain's claim this 
year that he was not identified as a maverick. "We know 
what happens in Arizona when you don't have an ID. ... 
Adios amigos," Obama quipped, referring to a new law in 
Arizona that targets illegal immigration. 

He wasn't hesitant to mention the attention-hungry couple 
who crashed his state dinner last fall. "Odds are that the 
Salahis are here. There haven't been people that were more 


unwelcome at a party since Charlie Crist," he said about the 
Florida governor who decided to defect from the Republican 
party. 

Although his poll numbers are down, Obama said he hears 
he's popular on Twitter and Facebook. "Or as Sarah Palin 
call it, socialized media," he said. 

Leno picked up on the Palin joke to take a dig at Obama, 
saying the president isn't as aloof as some critics say he is. 
"He loves to socialize - health care, car companies," Leno 
said, naming a few industries in which the Obama 
administration has intervened. 

Obama also acknowledged the problems facing the Gulf 
coast after the disastrous BP oil spill. He plans to go to the 
Gulf Coast Sunday for a firsthand assessment on efforts to 
contain the massive oil spill from an offshore drilling rig. 
Among the 3,000 guests on hand included Olympic gold 
medalist Lindsey Vonn, comedian Chevy Chase, actor Alec 
Baldwin, comedian Bill Maher, actress Michelle Pfeiffer, 
actor Dennis Quaid, former Secretary of State Colin Powell, 
GOP Chairman Michael Steele, New York Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, White House senior adviser David Axelrod, the 
Jonas brothers and another teen heartthrob, pop star Justin 
Bieber. Hollywood heavyweights Michel Douglas, Steven 
Spielberg were seen chatting with Emmanuel. 

At the dinner, the White House Correspondents’ Association 
introduced students who received college scholarships. 
Honored at the dinner were several journalists: 
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_Ben Feller of The Associated Press and Jake Tapper of ABC 
News, for winning the Merriman Smith Award for 
presidential coverage under deadline pressure. Feller won 
for his coverage of Obama's unexpected late-night visit to 
Dover Air Force Base to honor fallen soldiers. Tapper won 
for his story that revealed tax problems of former Sen. Tom 
Daschle, D-S.D. 

_Mark Knoller, of CBS News, for winning the Aldo Beckman 
award for sustained excellence in White House coverage. 
Knoller won for his work covering the White House for more 
than 35 years and in using multiple platforms to report. 


_Suzanne Bohan and Sandy Kleffman, of the Contra Costa 
(Calif.) Times, for winning the Edgar A. Poe Award for 
excellence in coverage of news of national or regional 
significance. They were cited for a four-part series entitled, 
"Shortened Lives: Where You Live Matters." 

The White House Correspondents’ Association was formed in 
1914 as a liaison between the press and the president. 
Every president since Calvin Coolidge has attended the 
dinner. 


http://www. huffingtonpost.com/2010/05/01/2010-white- 
house-correspo_n_ 559901.html 


Clinton, Ahmadinejad Trade Barbs At UN Nuclear Conference 


First Posted: 05- 3-10 08:53 AM 


UNITED NATIONS” - 
Ahmadinejad and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 


Iranian President Mahmoud 
engaged in a verbal nuclear exchange Monday on the U.N. 
stage, where nations gathered for a monthlong debate over 
the world's ultimate weapons. 

Speaking from the podium of the General Assembly Hall, 
Clinton accused Iran of "flouting the rules" of the Nuclear 
Nonproliferation Treaty with its suspect uranium enrichment 
program, and said it is "time for a strong international 
response." 

For his part, Ahmadinejad earlier rejected such allegations, 
saying Washington has offered not "a single credible proof." 
They were the opening salvos in four weeks of deliberations 
over how to improve the NPT, formally reviewed every five 
years in a meeting of all 189 treaty members -- all the 
world's nations except India, Pakistan, Israel and North 
Korea. 

The review conference is meant to produce a final document 
pointing toward ways to better achieve the NPT's goals of 
checking the spread of nuclear weapons, while working 
toward reducing and eventually eliminating them. 

Because it requires a consensus of all parties, including 
Iran, any final document would be highly unlikely to censure 
the Tehran government, which would block consensus. 
Instead, as delegates assess the state of the NPT in U.N. 
conference halls, U.S. and European diplomats will be 
working elsewhere to reach agreement with sometimes 
reluctant China and Russia on a fourth round of U.N. 
Security Council economic penalties to impose on Iran. 

"I hope that we can reach agreement in the Security Council 
on tough new sanctions," Clinton told reporters, "because I 
believe that is the only way to catch Iran's attention." 

In her address, Clinton proposed that the nonproliferation 
treaty be strengthened by introducing "automatic penalties" 
for noncompliance, rather than depend on such drawn-out 
council negotiations. 

Ahmadinejad devoted much of his half-hour speech to the 
huge U.S. 
administration's refusal to rule out the use of those 


nuclear arsenal, denouncing the Obama 


weapons. 


Updated: 05- 4-10 12:30 AM 
"Regrettably, the government of the United States has not 
only used nuclear weapons, but also continues to threaten 
to use such weapons against other countries, including 
Iran," Ahmadinejad said. 
He referred to the new U.S. Nuclear Posture Review's 
provision retaining an option to use U.S. atomic arms 
against countries not in compliance’ with the 
nonproliferation pact, a charge Washington lays against 
Iran. 
Clinton later announced the U.S. government was releasing 
previously undisclosed details about the U.S. arsenal. About 
the same time in Washington, the Pentagon was reporting 
that the U.S. maintains 5,113 nuclear warheads in its 
stockpile and "several thousand" more retired warheads 
that await dismantling. 
Ahmadinejad invited President Barack Obama to join a 
"humane movement" that would set a timetable for 
abolishing those and all other atomic arms, weapons he 
called "disgusting and shameful." 
As the Iranian president spoke, the U.S. delegation, of 
working-level staff, walked out of the General Assembly 
hall, joined by several European delegations, including the 
French and British. Lower-level Iranian officials sat through 
Clinton's later speech. 
Yukiya Amano, head of the U.N. watchdog International 
Atomic Energy Agency, leveled the specific indictment 
against Iran, saying his inspectors could not confirm that all 
of its nuclear material is devoted to peaceful activities. 
Iran must "clarify activities with a possible military 
dimension," Amano said. 
Ahmadinejad, the only head of state participating in the 
conference, complained that the U.S. and its allies were 
pressuring Iran "on the false pretext of probable diversions 
in their peaceful nuclear activities without providing even a 
single credible proof to substantiate their allegation." 
The Iranian leader reiterated his country's support for 
establishing a nuclear weapons-free zone in the Middle East, 
an Arab-backed idea aimed at Israel's unacknowledged 
nuclear arsenal of perhaps 80 bombs. 
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Clinton, too, repeated U.S. endorsement of a Mideast 
"nuke-free" zone. The challenge would lie in negotiating a 
specific process for achieving that goal. 

Egypt has proposed that this 2010 NPT conference back a 
plan calling for the start of negotiations next year on such a 


Mideast zone. The proposal may become a major debating 
point in the monthlong session. 

http://www. huffingtonpost.com/2010/05/03/clinton- 
ahmadinejad-face-_n_ 560698.html 

WATCH THE WALKOUT 


http://www. youtube.com/watch?v=xtrOHzjALEU 


Band Of Brothers author accused of fabrication for Eisenhower biography 
US academic world shocked as respected historian is said to have 'made up' meetings 
with 34th US president 
Paul Harris, The Observer, Sunday 25 April 2010 


His book Band of Brothers — which chronicled the exploits of 
one company of US airborne troops in second world 
war Europe - was turned into a highly praised TV series. 

But now American historian Professor Stephen Ambrose, 
Dwight 
biographer and wrote or edited more than a dozen books 


who was_ President D_ Eisenhower's _ official 
about him, is embroiled in a posthumous controversy. It is 
alleged that he invented many meetings he claimed to have 
had with Eisenhower, and even fabricated entire interviews 
with him. The revelations have sent shock waves through 


the scholarly community in the United States. 


Dwight D. Eisenhower in uniform in front of a US flag. 
Photograph: AP 


The books written by Ambrose, who died in 2002, brought 
him popular acclaim, and director Steven Spielberg used 
him as a military adviser on his 1998 Oscar-winning 
film Saving Private Ryan. Band of Brothers became a 
cultural milestone when it was turned into a TV series on 
which Ambrose was a producer. It was hailed for educating 
about the 
forefathers. But it appears that Ambrose indulged in some 


an entire generation sacrifices of their 
sort of fantasy about the extent of his relationship with 
Eisenhower. In TV interviews, he claimed to have spent 
"hundreds and hundreds of hours" with the former 
president. He even once said he would spend two days a 
week working with Eisenhower in his office. 

However, recently studied records of Eisenhower's meetings 
contradict the notion that the pair had any lengthy face-to- 
face contact. "I think five hours [in total] is a generous 
estimation of the actual time they spent together. I 
personally would push it back to less than two or three," 


said Tim Rives, deputy director of the Eisenhower 
Presidential Library in Abilene, Kansas. 

The discovery came to light almost by accident. The 
museum had been planning an exhibition exploring the 
relationship between Ambrose and Eisenhower. Rives found 
that the records showed that Ambrose and Eisenhower had 
met only three times, and never alone. He found that on 
seven occasions when Ambrose had claimed in the 
footnotes to his book Supreme Commander to have met 
Eisenhower, his subject was either elsewhere in the country 
or holding meetings with other people at the time. In one 
example, Ambrose claimed to have had an interview with 
Eisenhower in Pennsylvania, when Eisenhower was_ in 
Kansas. "The whole story kind of unravelled from there. It 
was quite a surprise. We were not looking for it, so it sort of 
happened almost by accident," Rives said. 

Given that the lives of former presidents are meticulously 
detailed by their staff, there is almost no chance Ambrose 
could have held interviews with Eisenhower that went 
unrecorded. 

Later claims by Ambrose in other books to have interviewed 
Eisenhower lack specific dates or places, but were just 
footnoted as "Interview with DDE". However, the range of 
subjects Ambrose claimed to have _ discussed with 
Eisenhower increased to take in topics such as giving up 
smoking or the Vietnam war. 

Rives believes there is no way that Ambrose could have 
discussed such a vast array of subjects in the tiny amount 
of time he actually spent with his subject. "I find that very 
doubtful. That should be something that would be a concern 
for scholars. It could cast doubt." 

Ambrose claimed that Eisenhower asked him to be his 
biographer by ringing him out of the blue in 1964. But Rives 
found letters from Ambrose to Eisenhower introducing 
himself and then asking him to agree to Ambrose writing 
his biography. This is not the first scandal over Ambrose's 
work. In 2002 he was accused of plagiarism in his book The 
Wild Blue. His publisher issued an apology but Ambrose said 
he had merely failed to put some short passages taken from 
elsewhere in quotation marks. 

http://www. quardian.co.uk/world/2010/apr/25/stephen- 
ambrose-eisenhower-biography-scandal 
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